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Celebrating the Coptic Family Special Events from the Fatimid Era
until the End of the Mamluk Era
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Abstract

The manifestations of celebrations to any people reflect the extent of their
freedom and progress. Copts enjoyed the full freedom in celebrating their
private and public feasts. It is clear that the covenants of safety ensured
them the freedom to celebrate their own feasts. Some historians dealt
with these aspects in separate sections, which confirm they were of
particular importance in the Muslim community. Despite the fact that
these events had a Christian character and celebrated by Christians, the
Muslims were participating Copts in some of these celebrations. They
also managed to congratulate Copts and provide them with gifts. These
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celebrations were also suitable occasions for recreation, rapture,
playing, singing and celebration. There is no doubt that the Christian
peasants in the villages were celebrating such occasions just like the
Christians in al-Qahira and Misr (al-Fustat) which shows the strength of
the relationship been Muslims and Christians at that time. This also
shows the national unity of the various community groups. It can be seen
that both, namely the Copts and Mulsims, celebrated the feasts of each
other. Therefore, this research deals with the conditions of Copts in the
Fatimid and Mamluk eras as well as some of the aspects of celebrating
the Coptic feasts and ceremonies such as marriage, Sebou, divorce,
circumcision, baptism and their rituals. In addition, it tackles the impact
of these celebrations on the relationship between Muslims and Copts.
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