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The Mosque of Al Azhar on The Fifty Egyptian Piastres Banknote
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Abstract

Most of the Egyptian Banknotes all along its history up till now, are including
representations of Islamic monuments. These monuments are varied in kinds whether
being mosques, gates, or even cemeteries. they also differed in the construction style
and art according to the construction era . presenting different periods of Islamic
archeology. The pictures on the notes of Islamic monuments, looks at first glance like
just some mosques, but upon closer knowledge it transform to great mosques with
wide history, each consider to be a masterpiece it self. One of the important mosques
appeared on the Egyptian banknote is the mosque of Al Azhar, appeared on the
Egyptian Fifty piastres banknote, from 1967 issue, up till the current circulated
banknotes.

The major importance of the mosque to be presented on the banknote is that, this
Fatimid mosque, is reflecting a great period of art of the Fatimid era. It has played a
significant role in the culture, and political life of Egypt and the Islamic world, rather
than being one of the oldest in the world for Islamic study in the world. the mosque
has no equivalent in Egypt, each corner of it has a master and student, full of learners
from the east and the west in all of the times.
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Introduction

mainly Cairo is a medieval city, not an very ancient one as a city itself . its most
notable theme of buildings are the mosques, some of which were mentioned earlier.
Egypt has take the advantage of the chance, by using its currency to show some of
these to its population and to the whole world. The mosques represent some of the
developments in Islamic architecture, expressing the different styles which used in
different periods.

Recent Egyptian banknotes show some of this development. The fifty Egyptian
banknote is showing the Fatimid mosque of Al Azhar', which in turn reflecting a
great period of art of the Fatimids era. as Al Azhar has played a significant role in the
culture, intellectual and political life of Egypt and the Islamic world

the mosque functions today only as its name implies: as a house of prayer for the
throngs of students in the new university, merchants, and inhabitants of the crowded
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quarters around it, and as an attraction for the scores of visitors who tour it in search
of its old glory or to marvel at the architecture styles confined within its walls. this
monument is an important part of the rich heritage of Cairo,

the research is aimed to shed the light upon the mosque, and its founders, describe the
development of the mosque's representation on the Egyptian Banknotes , figure out
the reasons of choosing this monument specifically to be presented and what it
presenting.

The Mosque of Al Azhar on the Fifty Piastres banknote

Denomination :50 PT

Date of issue : 2nd Dec. 1967

Wmk : Seated scribe's head

Color . Shade of brown and red, the back: gray orange and green
Size : 150 X 75 mm

The face design  : Inner view from the mosque of Al Azhar

The back design  : Statue of Ramsses |1, with winged sun disk behind his head *

The Mossque of Al Azhar:

This mosque consider to be the first mosque founded on the new founded city of El
Qahara, by Gawhar El Sokli according to the order of the Caliph EI Mu'az Ldeen
Allah.

The mosque is the 4th congregational mosque in Egypt, and the main mosque for the
new town of Qahera, built in 361A.H - 972A.D.

The original mosque plan(PIl. 1) was much smaller than now, the outer measures
were about 85m length, and 70m width, having only three gates. while now the
mosque has nine gates, which are; the Abbasid gate, Al Magharba gate, EI Shoam
gate, El Sa'ida gate, EI Harameen gate, EI Shorba gate, Al Gawharia gate, EI Mida'h
gate, and the main gate El Mezineen gate, which is the biggest and the most famous
one, built by Abd EI Rahman Katkhuda in 1161.

The original gate is follow the pervious one, in between of these two gates, the
barbers used to work their so came the name of the gate. after entering from El
Mezaineen gate to the right is located El Tabrasia madrasa, which built by prince
Alaa El Deen Tibars ElI Khazendary, while to the left located EI Agbghawia madrasa
which built by Agbogha Abd EI Wahed.

The point of making Al Azhar that the Fatimids were keeping up with the
traditional traditions of the Muslims in founding a new city with a new mosque for the
prayers, political and social discussions
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The mosque has many restoration in different periods, by many rulers, such as El
Hakim Beamr Allah, EI Mostanser, EI Hafez Ledeen Allah ,and Sultan Hassan ibn
Mohammed Ibn Qalawoon 3, but despite all of the restorations which made to the
mosque, * and although the existing buildings has been much modernized it retains
enough of the older structure to show the typical character of Fatimid architecture®,
elements including inscriptions, Kufic inscriptions and arches. while the rest of its
architecture existing now backs to late periods(P1.2)° the original mosque design has
two new elements, one of which was first to be built in Egypt, the transept, which
remarkable by its width and height than the rest of the mosque, it runs perpendicular
to the wall, which was the original mihrab wall’.

The Naming and location

The mosque was called gama' EI Qahira which means the mosque of el Qahera, but
after a century it became the mosque of EI Azhar, the mosque was more than just
being a place for prayers it was considered to be the congregational mosque of the
new capital®.

The name of Al Azhar means the "radiant or resplendent™. it could be delivered
from the name of Fatema Al Zahra the daughter of the prophet Mohammed( peace
upon him), or it could be related to the Arabic word of izdhar which means to
flourish, as an optimistic way to flourish in the religious sciences , or simply this
name were common in that era since there was a city founded in Andalusia called Al
Zahraa' *° . the mosque now is locating in the Al Azhar square'. the mosque has two
mosaluoms of Abd EI Rahman katkuda, and Gawhar Al Qongba'y™
The Scene on the Banknote
is presenting the inner side of the sahn, or the courtyard , the western** and the
northern riwags. The riwags are surrounding a rectangular sahn, the riwags consist
of arcades of keel™ arches rested on ancient marble columns, the arches joined
together with tie beams, the area above the arches are decorated with medallions and
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decorated keel arches niches rested on colonnettes, surrounding by a frame of Kufic
inscriptions™. The facade is topped by stepped crenellations®’.

also we could see three minarets and a dome overlook the sahn, which are: the
minaret and the rock cut dome of Al agbaghawia madrasa it located in the left hand
side while you entering the sahn. this minaret consider to be the first rock-cut minaret
after the minaret of El Mansouria madrasa, it was built by Alaa El Deen Agbogha 8
the second minaret which located to the right hand side and in the middle of the three
minarets, is the minaret built by ElI Ashraf Qaitbay, and the third minaret which
follow Qaitbay's minaret is one of the greatest minarets double deck ma'zana built by
Al Ghori®®. Also we could see a part of the minaret of Mohammed Abu El Dahb's
mosque located in front of El Azhar®

The Minaret of Qaitbay

It consist of three shafts, the first two are octagonal the first decorated with keel
arched panel with decorated hoods separating each corner by triple colonnettes, the
second storey is decorated with a zigzag decoration, each storey separated with
balcony decorated with stalactites, the third storey is open pavilion ended with
bulbous

The Minaret of el Ghuri

This minaret is consist of three stories, on a square base, two octagonal storeys, the
first storey decorated with panel of keel arches, while the second is decorated with
blue faience, these two storeys separated by balcony decorated with stalactites, then
the third remarkable storey is topped by two rectangular shafts opened by a two
horseshoe arches®.

the banknote had many different representations of the mosque till it reached the

current style :
B

FIFEY PIASTRES

Denomination :50 PT

Date of issue :1-1-1981

Wmk : Tutankhamen

Color . white gray and green

Size : 135 X 70 mm

The face design  : outer far view of Al Azhar

The back design  : statue of Ramsess Il, while the background is a scene of one of
his battles, to the right his name in a cartouche®

1% Yeomans, R., the Art and Architecture of Islamic Cairo, Granet Publishing Limited, England, 20086,
P.54
7 Yeomans, R., the Art and Architecture of Islamic Cairo, P.55
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Denomination : 50 Pt

Date of issue :2nd Jul. 1985

Wmk . the mask of king Tut?®

Color . black on pale orange and multicolo underprint**

Size : 130X 70mm

The face design  : inner view of the moque of Al Azhar

The back design  : king Ramsess Il and a scene of one of its wars, with his name in

a cartoush®
The design is still in use up till now, with some differences in security means and the
shades of colors

Denomination : 50 pt

Date of issue 1 6-7-1995

Wmk : The Mask of King Tutankhamen®

Color : Dull olive-gray on multi color underprint*’
Size : 135X 70 mm

The face design  : the same view
The back design  : the same view*®
The Mosque's importance to be presented on Banknote

Like many mosques, al Azhar® had educational and religious functions, and now
Al Azhar university lays and claiming to be the oldest in the world*® for Islamic study
in the world.*

 George S. Cuhaj, Standard Catalog of World Paper Money Modern Issues 1961-present, 16th
edition, Krause Publications F+W Media Inc, Lola Wisconsin U.S.A., 2010, p.327
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%" George S. Cuhaj, Standard Catalog of World Paper Money, p. 328
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% the mosque was a shelter for poor people, country side people of Egypt, for every group, a riwaq
called on them, the mosque was full of Quran recitation, and its study, teaching religious sciences of
jurisprudence, Quran interpretation, Hadeeth etc. Ali Mubarak. Vol. 4, P.9
also there is a long period passed in denying Al Azhar, during the time of Salah EI Deen Al Auybi,
when he ordered the cancellation of Goma'a prayer in Al Azhar mosque, performing it in the mosque®
of El Hakem. this period lasted from 565A.H 1169A.D to 665A.H. 1266A.D. when Sultan El Zaher
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El Qaisy, a Moroccan traveler says, that the mosque has no equivalent in Egypt, each
corner of it has a master and student, full of learners from the east and the west in all
of the times®2.

"in Al Azhar, the ignorance disappear, the self get mannered, the honor gained and the
human get glorified®. It consider to be the oldest university in the world, the spiritual
center of the Arab world** A thousand years after its foundation, the mosque remains
Islam's foremost center for religious study. The arcades that frame its inner courtyard
or sahn offer an oasis for contemplation between the modern Cairo®

Al Azhar is representing the Fatimid architecture, which was reflecting the
prosperity of the era®. it was not only exclusive in the caliphs or Amirs, but also it
reached ordinary people. and artists were not dedicated to only governors, but also for
common people®”.Cairo in that time flourished by the Fatimid buildings®

The prosperity and the development of the architecture was obvious in planning cities
, building walls and doors to it, developing mosque's plans, and doming the
mausoleums for the first time in Egypt. ¥ They were from the greatest patrons of arts,
who developed many industries, metal, glass and ceramics, rather than founding
beautiful mosques like Al Azhar and EI Hakem for example. And that back to the
policy of the rulers who were encouraging the art and artists. Also their connection
with Iran , led to the coming of many artists and workers to Egypt*.

The Fatimid were influenced by the Persian art, and it obvious on Al Azhar in the
Persian- arches, which also full of floral and inscriptional decorations **
the time of the Fatimid was one of the most flourished eras of the Islamic art,
inscriptional- decoration, which parley equivalent to the Mamluke greatness but on
the applied arts. and that was back to the good economic situation, since Egypt was
make a lot of many through its trade with the India and Constantinople®?.

Regardless its architectural uniqueness, it struggled many times in modern history.
when there was any trouble, Egyptians used to refuge in the Al Azhar courtyard, till
Al Azhar became a symbol of the national dignity and glory®
Al Azhar struggled against the French campaign in 1789, only after three months
from the campaign a great revolution broke out and spread in EI Husenia and El
Gamalia, while its center was the mosque of Al Azhar, since the revolutionaries take

restored the mosque and restored the Goma'a prayer. and since that date the mosque get flourished up
till now. 43-42.0= <1965 ¢ _pac <o jlaall Jlai(obldl sarll Jo¥ o jall) low ylaa s 5 8l8) dalie o SE 2aa
%0 Beattie A., Cairo a Cultural History, Oxford university press, 2005, P.101
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% Stewart D., and the editors of the newsweek book division, The Pyramids and Sphinx, newsweek
New York, 1971,P.101
% the social life on this era, was prosperous as well, people overspent, revive and invent different
kinds of ceremonies , including the Prophet, Ali ibn aby Taleb , and Al albeet molids, also the
ceremony of the new Hijri year, and Ashora day etc.
the Fatimids ruled for more than two decades, when trade, and industry flourished..
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it as their stronghold, blocking all the roads leading to it by barricades . and after
few days Napelon forward his cannons toward the revolutionaries , and ordered his
soldiers to throw grenades on the revolutionaries on the mosque, then he broke into
the mosque . this revolution called the Cairo first revolution "thwrt al gahera al awla™
% also in 1919 and 1952 revolutions Al Azhar had a great rule on them.*®

Al Azhar had a great rule in the third egyptian revolution of 23rd of July 1952, since
that Al Azhar was encouraging people to revolute, and then it was supporting the new
era that revolt against corruption.*’
The speech of president Gamal Abd El Nasser®, in the ceremony of signing the
evacuation treaty, he was insuring the rule of Al Azhar through the history, as a
mosque, as an university and as a full organization. Al Azhar struggled against the
French occupation, its men struggled, tortured, and murdered. even its place had been
broke into, and it never stop asking for the rights, nor stop delivering its massage.
asking for the rights of the country. even in the time of the British occupation, Al
Azhar still standing against this occupation who wants to destroy it*® .
It was normal for the revolution system, to contain Al Azhar not to compel it, and that
obvious in the law 103 of the year 1961, and the decree No. 250 of the year 1975. the
first decreed in the rule of Abd EI Nasser (1954-1970 A.D) and the second in the rule
of president El Sadat® in Jan 1958, the president prayed EI Gomaa prayer on Al
Azhar®®. the mosque was also depicted on commemorative coins, because of its one
thousand anniversary.
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Conclusion
A national currency's design is important for many reasons, including pragmatic
aspect, Since people see their national currency as a symbol of national independence
or as a reflection of the political philosophy, and so that design decisions become
emotional and contentious.
- The theme of the Egyptian banknotes is a commemorative one, since Cairo is the
biggest city in the Islamic world. Its mosques and religious buildings from a
compendium of Islamic architecture
-A thousand years after its foundation, the mosque remains Islam's foremost center for
religious study. The arcades that frame its inner courtyard or sahn offer an oasis for
contemplation between the modern Cairo
Like many mosques, al Azhar had educational and religious functions, and now Al
Azhar university lays and claiming to be the oldest in the world for Islamic study in
the world. the mosque has no equivalent in Egypt, each corner of it has a master and
student, full of learners from the east and the west in all of the times.
-Al Azhar is representing the Fatimid architecture, which was reflecting the
prosperity of the era, and not only the Fatimid architecture, but also ottoman and
Mamluki architecture, since that the mosque had many additions in a later periods.
- The mosque of Al Azhar, its first representation on the banknote, was after its rule in
many political situations, when it turned to be a symbol of national dignity and glory,
that it struggled against the French campaign in 1789, and it had a great rule in also in
1919 revolution and in the third egyptian revolution of 23rd of July 1952, since that
Al Azhar was encouraging people to revolute, and then it was supporting the new era
that revolt against corruption
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PI.2

Al Azhar plan
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PI.3

The same view of the mosque, that exist on the banknote
https://www.listal.com/viewimage/5773977
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